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Balkan Romani 


Balkan Romani (also known as Balkan Gypsy) is a specific 
dialect, spoken by groups within the Balkans, which include 
countries such as Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Greece, 
Kosovo®, North Macedonia, Serbia, Slovenia, Turkey, Romania 
etc. The Balkan Romani language is typically an oral language. This 
dialect is endangered because, not only is it looked down upon by 
other Europeans, but it only has about 763,670 speakers left in the 
world .® 
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Classification 


Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Intermediate Divisions, 
Western, Romani, Balkan 

History 


Most of the people who speak Balkan Romani are Romani 
themselves. Another meaning of the prefix mm is someone 
belonging to the Romani ethnicity.® The Romani people are 
ultimately of Indian origin.® Speakers of the Balkan Romani 
language have constantly migrated throughout the years into all 
parts of Europe. Since these speakers have migrated to different 


Balkan Romani 


Native to 

Bulgaria, 

Greece, 

KosovoH North 
Macedonia, 
Russia, Slovenia, 
Serbia, Croatia, 
Turkey 

Ethnicity 

Romani, Jerlides 
(North 

Macedonia, 
southern Serbia). 

Native speakers 

563,670 (2013)®] 
200,000 L2 
speakers 

Language 

family 

Indo-European 

■ Indo-Iranian 

■ Indo-Aryan 

■ Western 
Zone 

■ Romani 

■ Balkan 
Romani 

Dialects 

Arli, Dzambazi, 
East Bulgarian 
Romani, Greek 
Romani, 
Ironworker 
Romani, 
Paspatian, 
Tinners Romani, 
Ursari (Erli, 

Usari), Lovari 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

rmn 

Glottolog 

balkl252 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 

rg/resource/lan 

guoid/id/balkl2 
52) I 2 ] 


















parts of Europe, new dialects have formed. Although the Romani 
people originated in India, they are now widespread throughout all 
of Europe.^ 

Dialects 


Balkan dialects, also known as Balkan I, are spoken in Albania, 

Bulgaria, Greece, Iran, Kosovo, North Macedonia, Moldova, 

Romania, Serbia, Turkey and Ukraine. This group includes inter alia 
Arli Romani (Greece, Kosovo, North Macedonia), Sepecides- 
Romani (Greece, Turkey), Ursari Romani (Moldavia, Romania) and Crimean Romani (Ukraine). 

Zis dialects, also called Balkan II, are a distinct subdivision within the Balkan group. Bugurdzi, Drindari and 
Kalajdzi Romani are spoken in North Macedonia, Kosovo and in northern and central Bulgaria. 

Elsik uses this classification and dialect examples (geographical information from Matras ): 



Geographical distribution 


Sub-group 

Dialect 

Place 

Southern Balkan 

Prizren 

Serbia 


Arli 

Greece, Albania, North Macedonia, Serbia 


Prilep 

North Macedonia 


Kyrymitika 

Ukraine El 


Sofia Erli 

Sofia 


Zargari 

Iran 


Sepeci 

northern Greece, Turkey 


Rumelian 

European part of today's Turkey, historically called Rumelia El 

Northern Balkan 

Bugurdzi 

North Macedonia, Serbia El 


Razgrad Drindari 

northeastern Bulgaria 


Pazardzik Kalajdzi 

Bulgaria and immigrants in North Macedonia and Serbia 


Phonology 


The sound inventory of Romani does not differ significantly from that of other European languages, most of 
which belong to the Indo-European family. 

The consonant system of Balkan Romani differs in one significant aspect from those of other European 
languages: it has the aspirated plosives (aspirated stops) characteristic of Indian languages. In the case of 
Romani, these are the voiceless aspirated plosives /ph, th, kh/, which in the majority of Romani variants, at 
least at the beginning of a word, have a semantically distinct function. 


Sample 























Romani (Bugurdzi, Macedonia) 

Romani (Arli, Macedonia) 

English 

Lacho [to] saba[h]i. 

Lacho [o] sabaije. 

Good morning. 

Lacho [to] zi[e]s. 

Lacho [o] dive. 

Good day. 

Lachi [ti] rat. 

Lachi [i] rat. 

Good night. 

Sar isi to anav? 

Sar si tiro anav? 

What's your name? 

Mo anav isi Elvis. 

Mo anav si Elvis. 

My name is Elvis. 

Isinom losalo kaj avdom tut! 

Sukar te dikhav tut! 

Pleased to meet you! 

Isinan prandime? 

Sijan li romnjakoro? 

Are you married? 

Va, me isinom prandime. 

Va, me sijum romnjakoro. 

Yes, I'm married. 

Na, me isinom biprandime. 

Na, me sijum biromnjakoro. 

No, I'm unmarried. 

Me isi man raklija. 

Me si ma raklija. 

1 have a girlfriend. 


Number 

Romani 

Literal Meaning 

1 

jekh 

1 

2 

duj 

2 

3 

trin 

3 

4 

star 

4 

5 

pane 

5 

6 

sov 

6 

7 

efta 

7 

8 

oxto 

8 

9 

enja 

9 

10 

des 

10 

11 

desujekh 

10 + 1 

12 

desuduj 

10 + 2 

13 

desutrin 

10 + 3 

14 

desustar 

10 + 4 

15 

desupanc 

10 + 5 

16 

desusov 

10 + 6 

17 

desuefta 

10 + 7 

18 

desuoxto 

10 + 8 

19 

desuenja 

10 + 9 

20 

bis 

20 

21 

bis-te-jekh 

20 + 1 

22 

bis-te-duj 

20 + 2 

23 

bis-te-trin 

20 + 3 

24 

bis-te-star 

20 + 4 

25 

bis-te-panc 

20 + 5 





Vocabulary and lexis 


Turkish lexical influence is a defining and extremely important part of the Romani dialect in the Balkans. 
Most of the words however, originate from Persian origin. Loans from Persian, Armenian, and Byzantine 
Greek make up the pre-European lexicon. Ultimately, it is hard to trace the definite origin of all the words 
because the words of Balkan Romani originate from many sources and the sources of those languages 
creates a complex puzzle/ 9 ] 

Grammar 


Turkish grammar plays a large role in Balkan Romani. The use of Turkish conjugations is widely embedded 
within Balkan Romani and oftentimes, it is difficult to tell the difference between the grammar of the two 
languages depending on geography. Balkan Romani has compartmentalized grammar^ 10 ] originating from 
Turkish verbal paradigms along with some Greek influence/ 11 ] Much of the morphology of the language 
has Greek and Turkish origins, which is why the language is viewed by many professionals as a "mixed" 
language and thus it is hard to see where one language ends and the other begins. All Romani dialects use 
Greek derived nominal endings, masculine nouns and loan nouns/ 12 ] 


Morphology 

The morphology of the Balkan Romani language is again heavily influenced by both the Turkish and Greek 
languages. Many people view this language as a sort of melting pot because there are so many different 
influences on it. Turkish and Greek might be the most influential languages on Balkan Romani but other 
languages, such as Armenian, have also influenced it. Part of the substrate of Balkan Romani appears to be 
derived from medieval northern Indian languages/ 13 ] 

Writing systems 

Balkan Romani has traditionally been an oral language, but recently, there is a growing amount of effort to 
decode and standardize the language. 

Balkan Romani written with Cyrillic script. 

Alphabet: 


A a 

B 6 

B B 

r r 


flA 

E e 

E e 

>K >K 

3 3 

I/I M 

I/I M 

K K 

Kx KX 

n n 

M M 

H H 

O o 

n n 

Pp 

C c 

Tt 

yy 


Xx 


M H 

LiJ lu 

bl bl 

b b 

3 3 

KD KD 

fl a 











Romani Alphabet: 

Used in most Romani communities. 


A a A a 

B b 

C c 

C c 

C c 

D d 

E e 

E e 

Ff 

Gg 

Gg 

H h 

i i Tt 

J j K k 

K k 

L 1 

LI 

M m 

N n 

N n 

O o 

O o 

p P 

pp 

Qq 

R r R r 

R r S s 

S s 

Ss 

Tt 

Tt 

U u 

U u 

V v 

W w 

Xx 

Yy 

Zz 

Zz Zz 







Notes 


a. Kosovo is the subject of a territorial dispute between the Republic of Kosovo and the Republic 
of Serbia. The Republic of Kosovo unilaterally declared inde pendence on 17 February 2008, 
but Serbia c ontinues to claim it as part of its own sovereign territory . The two governments 
beg an to normalise relations in 2013, as part of the 2013 Brussels A greement. Kosovo is 
currently recognized as an independent state by 97 out of the 193 United Nations m ember 
states. In total, 112 UN member states recognized Kosovo at some point, of which 15 later 
withdrew their recognition. 
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BAlkAN ROMANI 


■ "Romani language in Macedonia in the Third Millennium: 

Progress and Problems" (http://mahimahi.uchicago.edu/rn 

edia/faculty/vfriedm/188Friedman05.pdf), Victor Friedman. 

■ "The Romani Language in the Republic of Macedonia: 

Status, Usage and Sociolinguistic Perspectives (https://we 

b.archive.org/web/20141020072019/http://www.balkanethn 

ology.org/files/library/Viktor/Friedman_4.pdf), Victor 
Friedman. 

■ The Future of a Language (http://www.endangeredlanguag 

es.com/lang/5342/samples/10014) 

■ Good News ROMANI, BALKAN: Ursari People/Language Movie Trailer (https://www.youtube.c 

om/watch?v=letN7bXLIEA) 

■ Romani language - Lesson 1. Basic Conversation (part 1) (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= 

4yZ-Flh3pL58&nohtml5=False) 

■ Romani language - Lesson 1. Basic Conversation (part 2) (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= 

beV-MU4nK9s&nohtml5=False) 
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